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LITDE v vemien U MUAINDE (HE NEW GLUSAL ORDER

global rich adds.insult to injury. For instance, Montana, the seedbed
of the new militia, is also -one of the favorite destinations of the new
billionaires, fond of acquiring thousands of acres of pristine land to
build ranches from which to run their global nerworks. Ranchers in
the area resented these moves.

Furthermore, at the moment when the traditional family becomes
indispensable as an instrument of both financial and psychological
security, it has been falling apart, in the wake of the gender war
ignited by the resistance of patriarchalism to women’s rights (see
chapter 4). Cultural challenges to sexism and to heterosexual ortho-
doxy confuse masculinity. In addition, a new wave of immigration,
this time from Latin America and Asia, and the growing multi-
ethnicity of America, although in continuity with the country’s
history, add to the feeling of loss of control. The shifts from agricul-
ture and manufacturing to services, and from goods handling to
information processing, undermine acquired skills and work subcul-
tures. And the end of the Cold War, with the collapse of communism,
eliminates the easy indentification of the external enemy, hampering
the chances of bringing America together in a common cause. The age
of information becomes the age of confusion, and thus the age
of fundamental affirmation of traditional values and uncorpromis-
g rights. Bureaucratic, and sometimes violent, reactions by law-
enforcement agencies to various forms of protest deepen the anger,
sharpen the feelings, and seem to justify the call to arms, bringing the
new American militia in direct confrontation with the emerging
global order,

The Lamas of Apocalypse: Japan's Aum Shinrikyo?°
e ,
The final goal of body tec iques that Aum tries to develop by yoga
and austerity is 2 mode of communication without any medium. Com-
munication can be phtained by having resonance with others’ bodies
without relying off consciousness of identity as self, without using the
medium of lgwguage.

Masachi Osawa, Gendai, October 19954

3% Stevens (1995).

40 The analysis of Aum Skirrikyo presented here essentially reproduces the coneribution tor our
joinr study, and article, by Shujire Yazawa, who conducted most of the research on Awm,
although [ 2lso smdied the movement, in cooperation with Yazawa, in Tokyo in 1995. Sources
directly used in the analysis, besides réports in newspapers and magazines, ape Aoyama {1991);
Asahara (1994, 1995% Vajrayana Sacca {1994); Drew (1995); Pujita (1935); Maimichi Shinbun
(1993); Mivadai {1995); Nakazawa er al. {1995); Ohama {1995); Osawa (1995); Shimazono
{1995); Yazawa (1997).

41 Transared by Yazawa,

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AGAINST THE NEW GLOBAL ORDER 101

On March 20, 1995, an attack with sarip gas in three different trains
on the Tokyo subway killed 12 people, injured over 5 :000, and shook
ﬂr..m foundations of the apparently stable Japanese society. The police
using Smoﬂ.”maom from a similar incident which had occurred in

inevitably desult from the competing efforts by J
and Américay_ imperialism to establish a ne% world order and a
vernment. To overcome mageddon, Aum would
prepare a new kind of human being, rgéted in spirituality and self-
improvement throdgh meditation an exercise. Yet, to face the ag-
gression of world-po m had to defend itself by taking
up the challenge of ne weapons of extermination. The challenge
came quickly indeed. Thé cult founder and guru, Shoke Asahara,
was arrested and put on {probably to be sentenced to death),
along with the most promigfert members of the cult. The cult itself
continues to exist, albeit With 2 educed constituency.

The debate over the
on for months in
questions about

anese corporations

Japanese media. It prompted fundamental
apanese society. How could
; hiest, least unequal, safest,
most ethnicall homogeneous, and most wlturally integrated soci.
eties in the world? Especially striking for the\public was the fact that
the culr had recruited particularly among sclentists and engineers
from some of the best Japanese universities.
political uncertainty, afrer the crisis of
party for almost five decades, the apparently senseless aCt was seen as
a symptom. But a symptom of what? To understand a very complex
development, with fundamental, but not so obvious, implications, we
must reconstruct the evolution of the cult, starting with the EWWBE.E
of its founder, who played a crucial role in this development. S

Asahara and the development of Aum Shinrikyo

Asahara was born blind in 2 poor family in Kumamoto Prefecture. He
attended a special school for the blind, and, after completing his studies
%9..@ prepared for admission examinations to Tokyo University. His
explicit project was to become Prime Minister. After failing the exams,
he opened a pharmacy and specialized in the sale of traditional Chinese



