COLLEGE OFFICE PRESENTATION
Welcome back Seniors!  We are very excited to talk with you about your progress with college planning.  We hope that you have done a lot of research over the summer.  If not, please get started immediately…the more you research the better choices you will make.
Transcripts
You received your transcripts in advisory today so that you can review them.  Make sure there are NO errors.  If there are, it is YOUR responsibility to let that specific teacher, your advisor and the programming office (room 108) know IMMEDIATELY!  If you need any corrections, they must be made by OCT. 9th.  After that, we will be printing and preparing transcripts to go out to your colleges and we will not be responsible for mistakes not fixed after that.  If you haven’t been able to resolve an error by OCT. 9th, let the college office know.

SAT’s/ACT’s
The next SAT is October 10th.  If you would like to take this test, you must sign up online by TODAY if you do not want to pay a late fee.  You can still register until 9/23 if you are willing to pay an extra $20 and be limited in your choices for locations.  The next ACT you can sign up for is October 24th.  The deadline to sign up for this test is 9/18.  

Fee waivers-if you receive free or reduced lunch and are eligible for a fee waiver for the SAT, please stop by the college office.  You will be able to use your fee waiver until 9/23 for the Oct. test.

SAT II’s-make sure you look to see if your schools require these tests or ACT’s in place of them.
ED/EA-if you are applying ED/EA you should be finished testing by November.

Teacher Recommendations
The college office suggests you get 1 teacher recommendation from a math/science teacher and 1 from an English/history teacher.  Your teachers should be from 11th or 12th grade.  Speak to your counselor if you have concerns about this.  You should be asking teachers to write this letter ASAP, but at least 3-4 weeks before your application due date.  If you asked a teacher last year, you MUST remind them of their commitment…teachers forget too!  Thank them for taking the time to write these letters!!!
EA/ED

Deadlines-usually 11/1 or 11/15

There will be an EA/ED meeting on Sept. 22nd during lunch-place TBD

Essays
If you haven’t started yet, start ASAP!  You can see the essay choices at www.commonapp.org.  Please make sure you read them and start coming up with at least one response.  If you would like help with your essay, please stop by the college office to make an appointment next week.  ED/EA (or other early deadline applicants) only until OCT. 1st.

Individual Meetings
We know you are all anxious to have your meeting.  The college office works very hard to get everyone scheduled as soon as possible.  However, students who have November deadlines will meet with us first.  
In order to secure your ½ hour meeting (they will begin in late September), you MUST fill out the Senior Pre-Meeting Questionnaire on Naviance. There is a link for it on the left side of the home page. If you can’t remember your login name or password for Naviance it is your beacon email address (before the @ sign) and your Beacon password.  Please take a Naviance user guide from up front if you lost yours.  Let us know if you have trouble logging on.  Once you fill out this form, the earlier the better, but you must fill it out by Sept. 30th; your meeting will be arranged.  You will be notified about your meeting via email.  Make sure you are checking your Beacon email everyday.  Missed meetings will be rescheduled at our earliest convenience.

Naviance
As we mentioned in the spring, you MUST use Naviance.  There are several things you will have to do in order to have your transcripts sent out.

1. There is a waiver that you must sign electronically and a place for you to enter your common application username and password.  This will be the first thing you see if you click “my colleges”. If you haven’t gotten an account through common app, do so now.  You don’t have to fill out the application, just get your username and password for this form on Naviance.

2. Add the colleges you are interested in and the colleges you are definitely applying to.  We can not send your transcripts until this is done.  

3. Sign up for college representative visits to Beacon.  We are passing around a tentative list now.  If you are interested in attending any of these meetings, open the “visit schedule” page on Naviance.  It will give you the option to sign up for the visit.  Please refresh your memory of the rules of attending these meetings.
Please make sure that at least one parent’s email is listed on your Naviance page.  You can add it by clicking on “my profile” on the left hand side of the page and then add a parent or if you have some details in for the parent already you can just add the email address.

Counselor/Advisor Recommendations
Your advisor will be writing your counselor recommendations.  Make sure you speak with them about this letter.  Fill out any necessary paperwork for them and give them as much information as you can to ensure a detailed letter. These letters will be sent online for the most part.  You do not need to provide teachers/advisors with any envelopes or stamps.  Remember to thank your teachers for taking the time to write these letters and keep them posted on your college applications! 
Miscellaneous
If you did not have a junior college meeting with us, please don’t be shy!  Come down to set something up ASAP.  It is NOT too late!

If you have not filled out a junior college packet, there are extras in the front.  Please take one.

Remember:  You are looking to apply to 6-8 colleges with a maximum of 10.  Multiple SUNY’s and CUNY’s will count as one application in the college office.

 Now is the time to visit prospective schools, and set up interviews if desired.  

If you are submitting a resume, make sure it is updated with any new information.
We will be coming into your English classes soon to go over the specifics about the college office procedures.  More information will be given to you then.
DEADLINES set by the college office are in place so that we can get your information to your colleges by their deadlines.  If you give us something late, we will most likely get your information to the college late.  Pay close attention to our deadlines and BEAT them, don’t MEET them!  
We will be sending you an email with the notes from today’s meeting.  Attached will be a copy of the junior packet, Naviance user guide, and common app essay prompts.
