COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of December 6, 2004

Senior Advisors:  Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog.  

It’s December!

THE TIME TO SEND YOUR APPLICATIONS IS NOW -  DO NOT MISS DEADLINES

I. GENERAL REMINDERS
· FOLLOW PROCEDURES – Please remember to follow the college office application procedures.  This will ensure that your paperwork will be completed in a timely manner. 
· Need Essay Help?  Sign up with Valerie for one-on-one help with your essay.  Don’t wait!  Do it, before you get overwhelmed.  If the scheduled times don’t work for you, we’ll figure it out.  Valerie is very flexible.  Or email Valerie:  vcwom@yahoo.com (put Beacon School in the subject line).  If you schedule an appointment, SHOW UP!  

· Have an important interview coming up?   We can help.  Let Ms. Binder know.  If enough students are interested, we will offer a workshop with role playing on “How to Survive the College Interview.”
· SAT test registration information - You may register by mail (pick up as SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before or online:  www.collegeboard.com.  Test schedule:  January 22, 2005 (registration deadline is December 20, 2004; late deadline is December 29, 2004).  

III. COLLEGE INFORMATION SESSIONS

Please note – dates and times are subject to change, check with the original sources for official details.

· Maryland Institute College of Art is hosting Individual Portfolio Review, an Information Session, and Alumni Panel and Reception in New York City, December 11, 9am-4pm) and December 12, 10am-6pm, at The Muse Hotel, 130 W. 46th Street.  To schedule an individual portfolio review, email your information (name, address, phone, email, high school, year of graduation, anticipated major) to admissions@mica.edu with NYC Reception in the subject line.  Call Tracy Jacobs at 866-805-6422 or 410-225-2294 with questions.
IV. DIVERSITY PROGRAMS
In order to encourage diversity in their student population, some colleges and universities offer special, all-expense paid campus visits to multi-cultural students who meet certain criteria.

· Carnegie Mellon University (Pittsburgh, PA) holds its Celebration of Diversity Weekend January 29-31, 2005.  Interested seniors must have a 3.0 and a 1000 on the SAT.  Free transportation will be provided from selected locations.  Students and their parents are invited to meet current students, faculty members, deans and admission counselors; attend information sessions; stay overnight in a residence hall (students only); tour the campus; and attend classes.  For more information call (412) 268-2082 or e-mail cmsbw@andrew.cmu.edu  
· Mitchell College (437 Pequot Avenue, New London, CT) presents its Open House on Learning Disabilities & AD/HD, Friday, December 10, 2004.  Mitchell offers one of the nation’s premier college academic support programs for students with diagnosed learning disabilities or AD/HD.  Come and see how Mitchell embraces students’ differences and provides strategies to help you attain your goals.  For more information and to sign up, call 800-443-2811 or register on-line at www.mitchell.edu 
V. OPEN HOUSES
· CUNY Open house programs at the Community Colleges, December 9, 2004 and January 6, 2005:  Visit the individual Community College websites for information and locations.  Borough of Manhattan CC (www.bmcc.cuny.edu); Bronx CC (www.bcc.cuny.edu); Hostos CC (www.hostos.cuny.edu); Kingsborough CC (www.kbcc.cuny.edu); LaGuardia CC (www.laguardia.edu); Queensborough CC (www.qcc.cuny.edu).  

VI. SCHOLARSHIPS

· Tau Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority sponsors the Thelma Berlack Boozer Scholarship for Academic Excellence.  The scholarship offers $1,000 annually for four years.  Preference is given to women who will be attending an historically black college or university.  All applicants must either live in the borough of Manhattan or attend a high school in Manhattan.  For more information, call Kim Sealy Price at 212-640-5121 or write for an application at 60 E. 42nd Street, 27th Floor, New York, NY 10165.  Deadline is February 19, 2005.

· AXA Achievement Scholarship offers $10,000 to one qualified student in each state as well as $15,000 additional scholarships to 10 national recipients who will also be offered internships at AXA offices and a computer for college.  AXA is looking for well-rounded students, determined to do their personal best and who have demonstrated achievement – at a job, sport or extracurricular activity.  For more information about go to www.axa-achievement.com or call 212-314-4480.  Application deadline is December 15, 2004.

· Carolina Rice Scholarship Program offers five $2,000 cash awards.  Students must complete an essay of 150 to 250 words on:  “How will College make you different from the person you are today?”  Essays may be submitted in Spanish or English.  Application deadline is February 15, 2005.  Essay will be judged on conciseness, originality, grammar and spelling.  For more information:  www.carolinarice.com/scholarship 
· Columbus Citizens Foundation offers a four-year partial scholarship to students can prove:  the existence of their Italian-American Heritage, financial need (income not to exceed $25,000 per capita), academic excellence (at least 85% or 3.0 GPA) and service to school and community.  Application can be downloaded from www.columbuscitizensfd.org.  Application deadline is January 14, 2005.  For more information call 212-249-9923 or visit the above website.
· Discover Card Tribute Award Scholarship Program recognizing excellence in High School Juniors.  Application Deadline:  January 7, 2005.  The program provides up to nine $25,000 scholarships as well as nine $2,500 scholarships in each state, each year.  The scholarship is looking for all-around achievers, both academically and in the community.  For more information and an application, come to the College Office or go to www.discovercard.com/tribute.htm or www.aasa.org/discover.htm 
· Education is Freedom offers scholarships in the amount of $2,000 to cover tuition, fees, room and board and supplies.  Scholarships are awarded to students who have demonstrated academic promise and leadership, but whose families cannot afford tuition and whose grades do not qualify them for traditional scholarship programs.  For more information and an application, go to www.educationisfreedom.org.  Deadline:  January 15, 2005.

· Future Achievers Scholarship Program is offered by Ronald McDonald House Charities to high school seniors who have at least one parent of African American heritage.  The scholarship of minimum of $1,000 dollars must be used to attend a two-year or four-year accredited institution.  Applicants must write a personal statement about their African American background, community involvement, career goals and desire to contribute to their community.  For more information and an application, call the NY Metro Region,       1-877-771-7772.  Deadline is February 15, 2005.
· Gates Millennium Scholars Program covers the costs of attendance for your complete undergraduate education.  Scholars must choose among five majors:  mathematics, science, engineering, education or library science.  To be eligible you must be African American, American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian Pacific Islander American or Hispanic American; be an American citizen or legal permanent resident or national of the U.S.; have a 3.3 GPA; have demonstrated leadership abilities through participation in community service, extracurricular or other activities and meet Federal Pell Grant eligibility. Be aware that the application in HUGE AND COMPLICATED.  You must be nominated, so come to the College Office to find out more and to let Ms. Binder know you are interested.  Deadline:  January 14, 2005.

· Harlem YMCA Black Achievers in Industry Scholarship Program awards $1,000 to $2,500 to eligible college bound African American high school seniors.  For an application, come to the College Office or call or email Gigi Davis at 212-281-4100 ext. 201, gdavis@ymcanyc.org.  Deadline is January 28, 2005.

· Kaye Scholars Program at City College offers scholarship support to students considering study in the Humanities and the Arts.  Scholars are chosen by a City College faculty panel on the basis of academic merit, creative potential and financial need.  For more information, call Prof. Joshua Wilner at 212-650-8388 or email at kayescholars@ccny.cuny.edu. 
· Los Padres Foundation College Tuition Assistance Program:  This scholarship offers $2,000 per year for four years to economically disadvantaged New York/New Jersey Puerto Rican and Latino youths.  You must be the first generation of your family to attend college; meet federal low-income guidelines, be a legal U.S. resident or citizen; and have a minimum 3.0 GPA.  Deadline is January 14, 2005.  For an application and procedures, go to www.lospadresfoundation.com
· Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship at Brandeis University.  Application deadline:  January 15, 2005.  To be a nominee you must have a strong academic performance record at Beacon, have made outstanding contributions to the school or community, have a strong commitment to the ideals of community service, equality and social justice and demonstrate financial need.  The scholarship covers tuition and room and board and is renewable for four years.  Come to the College Office for more information.
· McDonald’s “Serve Your Community” Scholarship Program awards $2,500 scholarships to high school seniors in the New York Tri-State area.  Applicants must demonstrate leadership, offering a helping hand and exemplary community service and also write a 300-word essay on how they bring the McDonald’s mantra of giving back to the community to life.  For questions and an application, please call Lauren Zaccardi at 201-507-9500 or go to www.mcdonaldsnymetro.com.  Deadline:  February 1, 2005.

· National Federation of Independent Businesses (NFIB), which represents 600,000 small businesses nationwide has created the NFIB Entrepreneur Foundation to promote the importance of free enterprise and small business.  The program offers scholarships ranging from $1,000 to $10,000.  Application deadline, March 15, 2005.  You must be nominated by a dues paying member and NFIB will put interested students in touch with a member:  (800-634-2669).  For more information, come to the College Office or go to www.NFIB.com/education 
· Park Scholar Award at Ithaca College recognizes students who have demonstrated academic and creative achievement in communications, involvement in relevant co-curricular activities and significant community service.  Applicants must apply for admissions in one of the following majors:  journalism, integrated marketing communications, television-radio, cinema and photography, or organizational communication.  Deadline:  December 15, 2004.  The scholarship provides full tuition and a one-time $2,500 computer allowance.  For more information, come to the College Office.
· Pi Kappa Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. awards three college scholarships to minority women in the following categories:  merit, athletics and financial need.  If you would like more information, go to www.pikappaomega.org or come to the College Office.  Application deadline is March 31, 2005.
· Lewis Rudin City Scholars at New York University recognizes academic excellence and community service of high school graduates from New York City.  Rudin Scholars will receive at least $15,000 to attend NYU and participate in academic and cultural activities in NYC and also travel to major international cities.  For more information contact the Undergraduate Admissions Office (212-998-4500) or visit http://admissions.nyu.edu  For more information about NYU:  www.nyu.edu
· Smart Start Scholarship Program sponsored by JPMorgan Chase will offer 20 NYC seniors full tuition plus a paid internship throughout their four years of college and an annual $500 book fee.  In order to apply, you must attend one of these colleges:  Baruch College, Brooklyn College, Columbia University & Barnard College, Fordham University, Long Island University (Brooklyn) New York University, Queens College, Pace University, St. Francis College, Polytechnic University or St. John’s University.  Also, you must plan to major in business, communications, computer science, engineering, liberal arts or social science.  Application deadline is January 7, 2005.  Come to the College Office for more information.
· World of Expression (WOE) Scholarship Program offers more than $125,000 in scholarships for original works of literature and music with awards for vocal, instrumental, poetry, fiction and drama and personal essay.  Find out more about the application process at www.worldofexpression.org.  If you have questions call Melanie Fallon-Houska (212-782-8319 or email worldofexpression@randomhouse.com.  Application deadline is February 1, 2005.

VII. OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
· Pace University Department of Performing Arts invites you to attend, free of charge, its production of Into the Woods.  December 9-10 (7:30p), December 11 (2:00 & 7:30p) and December 12 (2:00p).  Complimentary tickets are available for student groups over ten and their instructors/chaperones.  For more information, call Pat Woodward, 212-346-1954 or email:  theater@pace.edu
VIII.
SUMMER PROGRAMS

· University of St. Andrews creative writing and Scottish Studies Programs, July 2-30, 2005.  Scottish Studies programs include History & Politics, Art History, Literary Studies and Music.  Creative writing programs include journal writing, poetry, prose and fiction.  The program costs ₤2600.  Creative writing program requires a writing sample.  Deadline:  May 1, 2005.  http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/services/admissions/CWSPweb.htm (writing) or http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/services/admissions/sssprog.htm 
