COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of September 24, 2007
Senior Advisors:  Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog.  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS… 
SENIOR COLLEGE NIGHT 
Thursday, October 18th, 6:00 – 8:00pm, at Beacon

The evening will start off with a presentation from a panel of college admission experts and then break into smaller workshops covering a variety of different topics (ex. Distinguishing yourself amongst a highly competitive applicant pool, Ins and Outs of SUNY/CUNY, Essay Writing, Interview Skills, Parents Dos and Don’ts, Opportunity Programs: academic and financial support for lower income students, Art/Theater/Dance Students, etc

ALL SHOULD ATTEND!!!!!!

I. GENERAL REMINDERS
Colleges will begin to visit Beacon in the next few weeks.  The weekly bulletin will list the visits for the coming weeks – the college office website www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice will have the full list – with updates weekly.

· TRANSCRIPT CHANGES -  Seniors – if anything on your transcript is incorrect – YOU MUST HAVE IT CORRECTED by Wednesday, October 10th.  After October 10th, the college office is going to be printing transcripts to send to colleges and is not responsible for mistakes that have not been corrected by that time.  PLEASE NOTE – do not assume the change has been made until you have requested a transcript from the programming office and seen that it is now correct.  If you are making a change to your transcript – notify someone on the College Office staff so that we can double check your transcript for the change before we send it out.
· Visit the College Blog (www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice) frequently.  This is a great source of information on all aspects of the college application process.  

· SIGN UP IN THE COLLEGE OFFICE NOW FOR ONE-ON-ONE ESSAY HELP.  Talk to Valerie.  Come to brainstorm to get you started or work on the fine tuning.  OH NO!  None of the times fit your class schedule . . .  DON’T PANIC!  More times will be added.  Questions?  Speak with the College Office or email Valerie:  vcwom@yahoo.com (put Beacon School in the subject line).  If you make an appointment, please show up!
· Test registration information** - You may register for the SAT & SAT SUBJECT TESTS by mail (pick up a SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before or online:  www.collegeboard.com (Beacon School Code Number:  333438).  Test schedule:  

SAT DATES
	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	Late Deadline (extra fee)

	October 6th
	September 10th
	September 14th

	November 3rd
	October 2nd
	October 11th

	December 1st
	October 30th
	November 8th

	January 26th
	December 26th
	January 4th 


You may register for the ACT with Writing by mail (packets are in the college office) or online at www.act.org. 

ACT DATES
	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	Late Deadline (extra fee)

	October 27th
	September 21st
	Sept. 27th – Oct. 5th

	December 8th
	November 2nd
	Nov. 3rd - 15th

	February 9th
	January 4th
	January 5th – 18th


**If you are eligible for fee waivers for either exam, please come to the College Office.

II. COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES VISITING BEACON
Week of 9/24-10/28 
	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	Beloit College
	Wed.     9/26
	8:00      F
	B-10

	Dartmouth University
	Wed.     9/26
	12:55    B
	B-10

	SUNY Oneonta
	Thurs.   9/27
	10:10    C 
	B-10

	Marist College
	Thurs.   9/ 27
	12:20    D
	B-10

	Pomona College
	Fri.        9/28 
	1:25      B
	B-10


Week of 10/1-10/5
	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	Evergreen College
	Mon.    10/1
	11:15   D
	B-10

	Hofstra University
	Mon.    10/1
	1:25     F
	B-10

	Bowdoin College
	Tues.    10/2
	8:00     D
	B-10

	Roger Williams College
	Tues.    10/2
	9:05     G
	B-10

	Boston University
	Tues.    10/2
	11:15   A
	B-10

	Kenyon College
	Tues.    10/2
	12:20   H
	B-10

	*Art Institute of  Boston 
	Tues.    10/2
	2:30     E
	304

	Fairfield University
	Wed.     10/3
	8:00     F
	B-10

	Howard University
	Wed.     10/3
	9:05    C
	B-10

	SUNY Brockport
	Wed.     10/3
	12:05 Adv 2
	B-10

	*Bennington College 
	Wed.     10/3
	2:30 
	304

	Washington University
	Thurs.   10/4
	9:05     F
	B-10

	*Rhode Island School of Design
	Thurs.  10/4
	12:20   D
	304

	Bentley College
	Thurs.  10/4
	1:25     G
	B-10

	Haverford College
	Fri.       10/5
	8:00     E
	B-10

	Carleton College
	Fri.       10/5
	9:05     G
	B-10

	Vassar College
	Fri.       10/5
	10:10    F
	B-10


VERY IMPORTANT!  IN ORDER TO ATTEND THE VISIT YOU MUST SIGN UP (even if you are free that band) AND GET A PASS FROM THE COLLEGE OFFICE AND ASK PERMISSION FROM YOUR TEACHER AT LEAST 3  DAYS IN ADVANCE IF YOU ARE MISSING CLASS.  TEACHERS HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO SAY NO!  *PLEASE CHECK WEEKLY FOR UPDATES*
III. COLLEGE INFORMATION SESSIONS
Please note – dates and times are subject to change, check with the original sources for official details.
· Dartmouth University (Hanover, NY) will hold an information session on Wednesday, September 26, 2007 at 7:00 pm at Nightingale-Bamford School (20 E. 92nd St.) in NY.  For more information and to register go to http://inyourcity.dartmouth.edu/infosessions/ 
· Discover Duke University (Durham, NC) on Monday October 8, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. at The Hewitt School (45 E. 75th St., between Park and Madison Aves).  Meet with representatives of the admissions office as well as current Duke undergraduates to learn more about Duke’s programs, people and the admissions and financial aid process.  All interested students and parents are welcome.
· St. Lawrence University (Canton, NY) Visit Days:  Monday, October 8; Monday, November 12, 2007.  The program begins at 10:00 a.m. and will include an admissions and financial aid overview, campus tour and faculty and student panel.  To attend, make your reservation online at www.stlawu.edu/admis/visitdays.html or call 888-454-5333.

· Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) (Cambridge, MA) hosts an information session for prospective students and their families on Monday, October 8, 2007, 7:00-9:00 pm at the Ramaz Upper School (60 E. 78th Street) in NYC.  Questions?  Contact Matthew L. McGann, mcgann@mit.edu. 
· SUNY New Paltz will hold its Prospective Students Reception on Wednesday, October 17, 2007 at 7:00pm at the Crowne Plaza Times Square Hotel (1605 Broadway (at 49th St.). For a reservation, call 845-257-3202 or visit their website at www.newpaltz.edu.
· Washington University in St. Louis invites you to meet with an Admissions Officer, alumni and parents of current students on Sunday, September 30, 2007, 2-3:30pm at Directors Guild Theater, 110 W. 57th Street, New York, NY.  No reservation necessary.  For more information:  800-638-0700 or visit their website:  admissions.wustl.edu
IV. OPEN HOUSES
· Barnard College (New York, NY) invites you to participate in one of its Fall Open Houses, Saturday, September 29; Monday, October 1; Saturday, October 6; Sunday, October 7; Saturday, October 13; Monday, October 15; and Sunday, October 21, 2007.  Meet and talk to students and administrators, explore opportunities in career development, attend a Barnard class and tour the campus.  To register call the admissions office at 212-854-2014 or register on-line at www.barnard.edu/admiss 
· Bryn Mawr College (Bryn Mawr, PA) Fall Preview Days, October 7-8, 2007.  Spend a night on campus; attend an alumnae panel; meet student leaders; speak with professors; visit classes!  For more information and to register online, go to www.brynmawr.edu/admissions/fallpreview or call 610-526-5152.
· Dartmouth College (Hanover, NH) sponsors Dartmouth Direct Program, Sunday-Monday, October 28-29, 2007.  Students are selected to participate based on academic achievement, personal character and potential for college success.  YOU MUST BE NOMINATED.  Please come to the College Office if you are interested.  Deadline:  September 17, 2007.  For more information, contact the Dartmouth Admissions Office at 603-646-2875 or email admissions.office@dartmouth.edu.  Check out Dartmouth on the web at www.dartmouth.edu 
· DePauw University (Greencastle, IN) Fall Preview Days take place Mondays, October 8 and 29, and Saturday, November 3, 2007.  For more information call the Office of Admission at 800-447-2495 or register online at www.depauw.edu/admission/events 
· Experience Hartwick College (Oneonta, NY) firsthand!  Families are invited to campus on Sunday, October 7 or Saturday, November 10 to attend fall open houses.  Hartwick will provide the transportation. There are seats available for 30 students and 20 parents. A bus will pick up families from 8th Avenue and 31st Street in Manhattan; it will leave early in the morning and return later in the evening on both days. It will be a long day, but well worth it.  This trip is open to high school seniors who have a 3.0 or higher grade point average and have expressed an interest in Hartwick but who have not yet visited.  You must be nominated; please come to the College Office if you are interested.  Please be aware that the Hartwick Regional Alumni sponsor a Scholarship of $8,000 per academic year for students from Manhattan enrolled at Hartwick. This scholarship is awarded to Manhattan students who have had an on- or off-campus interview.  For more information about the campus trip or the scholarship, please email or call Donna Johnson in the Admissions Office at JohnsonD@hartwick.edu or 607 431-4161.
· Lincoln University (Lincoln University, PA) is a historically Black university that combines the best elements of a liberal arts and sciences-based core curriculum.  Fall Open House – Friday, October 26, 2007.  Meet faculty and students; bring along a completed application, official high school transcript, SAT or ACT scores and two letters of recommendation and get an admissions decision on site.  For more info go to www.lincoln.edu or call 800-790-0191.
· Manhattan College (Riverdale, NY) Open House will take place on Sunday, October 28, 2007 from noon to 3 pm.  If you have questions, please call the Admissions Office at 718-862-7200 or visit the web at www.manhattan.edu.  Please register ahead of time by calling 1-800-MC2-XCEL.
· SCAD Days (Savannah College of Art and Design) (Atlanta and Savannah, GA) will take place at the Atlanta, GA campus on September 29 and November 3, 2007, February 2 and March 1, 2008 and at the Savannah campus on September 22 and October 20, 2007 and February 16 and April 5, 2008.  For more information and to register go to www.scad.edu/visit. 

· Smith College (Northampton, MA) invites women to attend their Fall Preview open houses to learn about campus life firsthand. The programs will be held Monday, November 12, 2007 from 8:30am-3:30pm. There is no charge for the program, but you must register at least one week in advance for the event. You can register online at www.smith.edu/admission/fallpreview.  For more info, call 1-800-383-3232 or email admission@smith.edu.
· SUNY COBLESKILL Open House (Cobleskill, NY) occurs October 13, October 27 and November 10, 2007, with registration at 9:00am.  Learn about programs in liberal arts, agriculture and natural resources, business and computer technologies, early childhood and culinary arts and tourism.  For more information and to register go to www.cobleskill.edu/visit 
· University of Massachusetts at Amherst Fall Open House takes place on Saturday, October 13, 2007 at The Mullins Center.  For more information and to register, go to www.umass.edu/admissions/openhouse 
· University of Tampa (Tampa, FL) Admissions Open Houses take place on Sundays, October 14 and November 11, 2007 and February 17 and April 6, 2008.  Find out more about U Tampa Honors Program, financial aid and admissions process.  For more information go to www.ut.edu or call 888-646-2738.

· Wellesley College (Wellesley, MA) holds its 2007 Fall Open Campus on Sunday, October 14 and Monday, October 15.  Take a campus tour, attend student panels, visit a class or take an admission workshop.  For a complete schedule of activities and to register go to www.wellesley.edu/admission/fall2007 or call 781-283-2270.
V. DIVERSITY PROGRAMS
In order to encourage diversity in their student population, some colleges and universities offer special, all-expense paid campus visits to multi-cultural students who meet certain criteria.
· Prologue to Bates offers multicultural students an introduction to Bates College (Lewiston, ME).  You will be hosted by a Bates student, tour the campus, have an admissions interview, attend workshops and classes and meet faculty and staff.  Parents/guardians are provided separate accommodations.  There are two sessions:  October 7-9, 2007 or November 11-13, 2007 (application deadline:  October 17).  For more information go to www.bates.edu/perspectives.xml or call 207-786-6000.
· Cornell University School of Industrial and Labor Relations invites multicultural students and their families to attend their Multicultural Candidate Seminar and Information Session on Saturday, October 13, 2007, from 10am-1:00pm.  The program will be held on the 6th floor of the Cornel Cooperative Extension Offices in Manhattan at 16 E. 34th Street (between 5th and Madison Aves).  Students interested in social sciences applied to the study of law, business and government, labor relations and management and decision-making in the workplace should attend.  You must register by Friday, September 28, 2007.  For more information go to http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/studentservices/advising/multicultural or call Aisha L. Davis at 607-255-1515.
· Franklin & Marshall College (Lancaster, PA) invites diverse students to attend its Intellect, Creativity, Character Conference ’07 on September 27-29 or October 25-27, 2007.  This is a leadership program aimed at allowing students from diverse backgrounds to discover and explore what it means to be a contributing member of a diverse community.  For more information call 877-678-9111 or go to admission.fandm.edu/ic3 
· Grinnell College (Grinnell, Iowa) sponsors its Grinnell Diversity Leaders Program, November 8-11, 2007, offering a free trip to campus for African American, Latino, Asian and Native American students to experience firsthand the liberal arts college experience.  Meet students, participate in leadership development workshops and visit classrooms.  To be considered you must complete an application, including your transcript and an essay by September 28, 2007.  For more information and an application call 800-247-0113. 
· Lehigh University (Bethlehem, PA) will host Diversity Preview Day for prospective students and their parents on September 27, 2007, 9:15 a.m.  At this program, you will have a chance to experience life at Lehigh University. This program will cover many of the issues facing students as they enter and adapt to college life and provide you with all of the information you will need to decide if Lehigh is right for you.  To register online, go to http://www3.lehigh.edu/admissions/maddiversity.asp or call Keith Vassall at610-758-3100.  Please RSVP by September 19th.
· Oberlin College (Oberlin, OH) Multicultural Visit Program offers qualified students of color the opportunity to participate in an all-expenses-paid visit.  The visit includes a stay in a dormitory and a campus tour; you will also have an admissions interview, attend admissions and financial aid workshops and interact with current students, professors and admissions staff.  There are three programs:  October 11-13; November 8-10; November 29-December 1, 2007.  You can apply on-line or download a MVP application at www.oberlin.edu/mvp.
· Smith College’s Women of Distinction Program (October 26-28, 2007) is a three-day program for high school seniors designed to highlight the opportunities at Smith for African American, Asian American, Latina and Native American students.  In addition to attending panels and workshops on student life and the college admissions process, participants will meet with faculty and current students and explore Northampton, MA.  Acceptance is competitive and based on academic and personal qualities.  For more information about Smith College, go to www.smith.edu/admission.  If you are interested, come to the College Office or download the application at www.smith.edu/admission/wod
· Trinity College (Hartford, CT) is sponsoring a Preview Weekend November 3-5, 2007, to give students an opportunity to explore both the academic and social aspects of the Trinity community with a focus on the experience of students of color.  The application deadline is October 15, 2007.  To apply, students must submit a transcript, PSAT or SAT report, essay, and program application (which you can get in the college office).  If selected to attend, financial assistance for transportation, housing, and meals is available.  For more information, call 860-297-2577 or email Anthony T. Berry at anthony.berry@trincoll.edu or check out www.trincoll.edu.
· Union College (Schenectady, NY) Holds its Multicultural Weekend, October 6-8, 2007.  The program provides bus transportation to and from the college.  You must be recommended to attend.  Come to the College Office if you would like to be recommended.  For more information, go to www.union.edu/multiculturalweekend  
· “Discovering UVM:  Strong Voices, Open Minds” offers an overnight program where students of underrepresented groups explore academic and extracurricular offerings at the University of Vermont (Burlington, VT).  You will spend two nights in their residence halls with a University of Vermont student host, attend a class and learn about the college process.  The sessions run Sunday through Tuesday:  Session II:  October 7-9, 2007 (application deadline: Sept. 24); Session III: October 21-23, 2007 (application deadline:  Oct. 7); Session IV:  November 4-6, 2007 (application deadline: Oct. 21).  You must submit an application, parental consent form and transcript to attend.  For more information contact Jaydeen Garcia at (802) 656-4675 or email:  Jaydeen.Garcia@uvm.edu or visit the web at http://www.uvm.edu/admissions/undergraduate/visiting/?Page=discover.html  
· SUNY Oneonta invites interested students to the annual NYC Spend-the-Night Program.  This program is designed for AALANA (African-American, Latino, Asian and Native American) students to experience various aspects of campus life.  This all-expense-paid trip will be held on November 10-11, 2007.  You must be nominated and have a minimum GPA of 84 and composite SAT of 1000 or ACT of 22.  Please contact the College Office if you are interested.  Deadline:  October 10, 2007.  For more information call 800-SUNY-123.
VI. COLLEGE FAIRS

· Architecture and Design College and Career Fair sponsored by the Boston Society of Architects will take place on Saturday, October 20, 2007, at Wentworth Institute of Technology in Boston, MA.  Meet with representatives of architecture and design schools; attend free workshops on portfolio requirements, computer-aided design (CAD) and a day in the life of an architect.  For more information and to register, go to www.architects.org/collegefair 
· Big Apple College Fair, Monday October 22, 2007, Borough of Manhattan Community College (BMCC) (www.bmcc.cuny.edu or 212-220-8000), 199 Chambers Street in Manhattan, 1:00am-4pm.  Meet representatives from more than 150 colleges; learn about the college admission process; find out where to get free money to help pay for college; have a private counseling session with a college advisor.  For more information:  www.bigapplecollegefairs.com
· Historically Black Colleges and Universities Fair will be held on Saturday, November 10, 10:00 am-3:00 pm at Riverbank State Park at 145th Street and Riverside Drive in Manhattan.  You must register to attend.  For more information and to register, go to http://www.nul.org, email hbcu@nyul.org or call 212-926-8000 x121.
· New York City Performing & Visual Arts College Fair will take place on Monday, October 22, 2007, 7:00 - 9:30 p.m. at the Manhattan School of Music (601 W. 122nd Street).  For more information, go to http://www.nacacnet.org/MemberPortal/Events/CollegeFairs/PVA/PNY.htm 
· SUNY College Fair for prospective students and their families takes place Tuesday, October 9, 2007, 4-8:30 p.m., at the Jacob Javits Convention Center (655 W. 34th Street).  Meet with campus representatives from all SUNY campuses, receive information about the application and admissions process, explore campus academic and student life opportunities and find out more about honors programs, EOP, scholarships and the financial aid process.  For more information call the SUNY Metropolitan Recruitment Center at 212-818-1204 or email mrc@suny.edu.
VII. MISCELLANEOUS
· Huntington Learning Center offers completely individualized programs to help students achieve their score goals in both the SAT and ACT.  Each student begins their program with a full length diagnostic exam to assess individual strengths and weaknesses before 1:1 instruction is provided by math and verbal teachers.  The program includes regular practice tests.  For more information call, 212-534-3200.
· Let's Get Ready (LGR) FREE SAT Prep & College Advising Classes @ The Goddard Riverside OPTIONS Center!  DATES: Monday, October 1st - Thursday, December 6th.  TIMES: 6:00-8:00, Monday and Wednesday Evenings, and Occasional Saturday Afternoons.  LOCATION: Goddard Riverside Youth Center (647 Columbus Avenue at 91st Street) (Subways:  B, C, 1, 2, or 3 to 96th Street).  A $25 deposit is required of all admitted students and will be returned upon successful completion of the program.  Apply online, or complete the paper application and mail or fax it to LGR.  Preference in admission is to students who participate in Goddard Riverside programs and students in 12th grade.  

LGR Online application (copy web address to url window):  http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9kqsnecab.0.jhpdoecab.8sz6nzn6.5138&ts=S0277&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fs.aspx%3Fsm%3D3eHsI5l4TDstXF_2bBsx1G3w_3d_3d

Paper application:  http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9kqsnecab.0.khpdoecab.8sz6nzn6.5138&ts=S0277&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.letsgetready.org%2Fuploads%2FPrograms%2Fpaperapplication.pdf

Let's Get Ready Website:  http://www.letsgetready.org
· The Northeast Educational Theatre Festival offers an excellent opportunity for students who are interested in studying theater arts or plan to enter a drama program.  It will take place at Skidmore College (Saratoga Springs, NY) on October 19-20, 2007.  The first workshop begins at 10:00 am on Friday.  For more information, email cmancini@skidmore.edu. 
VIII. SCHOLARSHIPS
Please check the bulletin board opposite the college office for a complete list of available scholarships.  We will only include new listings in the weekly bulletin.
· AXA Achievement Scholarship offers $10,000 state scholarships to 52 students and 10 additional $15,000 scholarships to national recipients.  National scholarship winners will also be offered internships at AXA offices and a computer for college.  To qualify students must be well-rounded, determined to succeed and have demonstrated achievement - at a job, sport or extracurricular activity.  Application deadline is December 15, 2007.  To learn more about AXA Achievement and read about some past winners, visit www.axa-achievement.com
· Emory Scholars Program is a merit based scholarship program that offers awards that span the entire four years of college.  In order to be eligible, you must plan to apply to Emory University and complete your application by November 1, 2007.  You must be nominated.  If you are interested, please contact the College Office.  For more information, call 404-727-6036.  For application information, go to www.emory.edu/ADMISSIONS. 
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